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In late August, a group of 17 permanently disabled war veterans and four mothers of veterans killed
in combat initiated a hunger strike at the Managua headquarters of the Red Cross. The protest
was initiated after government authorities rejected demands to increase the average US$20 per
month pension paid to disabled veterans. In early September, negotiations between the two sides
were renewed, only to break down again on Sept. 8. On Sept. 9, an estimated 50 disabled veterans
and mothers of veterans killed in combat attempted to occupy Managua's National Palace, which
houses government offices. Anti-riot police were sent to forcibly remove the protesters. In the
ensuing clash, at least 15 protesters were injured as individuals in wheel chairs, on crutches, or
with artificial limbs attempted to flee the tear gas and baton swings of police. Police succeeded in
retaking the building, but on Sept. 10, protesters returned, this time blocking principal entrances
to the building. Spokespersons said the protesters planned to keep access to the building cut off
until the government agreed to reopen talks regarding their demands. According to government
statistics, the 1981-1990 armed conflict between contras and Sandinistas left over 6,000 persons with
permanent disabilities. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 09/09/92; Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 09/10/92)
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